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Maybe there really are no second
acts in American lives as F. Scott
Fitzgerald claimed, but clearly
there are in Hamilton politics.

Fred Eisenberger is now the
first politician since amalgam-
ation to win a second term as
mayor.

True, it’s not a back-to-back vic-
tory. Eisenberger cooled his clogs
for four years in the political sticks
waiting to be the comeback kid.

But here he is: Mayor Fred Re-
dux. He’s smarter. He’s wiser. He
even cocks his ears better. 

At least that’s what Eisenberger
says. During the campaign he in-
sisted that while away he learned
from mistakes made during his
2006-10 term as mayor and conse-
quently is now much better pre-
pared to lead.

We’ll see. Certainly he was bet-
ter positioned to fight this cam-
paign than the last one. With an
early poll suggesting he was in the
lead and a more recent one sug-
gesting he was pulling away, Ei-
senberger simply stayed to wind-
ward and didn’t rock the boat.

While Brian McHattie and Brad
Clark ran themselves ragged re-
leasing policy papers, Eisenberger
ran a safe, somnolent campaign
long on trusty name recognition
and assurances of experience and
short on concrete proposals.

It was almost as if he’d taken
note of Bratina’s winning formula
in the last election. He didn’t quite
mimic Bratina’s famous “detail,
schmetail” line of attack, but his
platform was bursting with as
many platitudes as ideas.

Still, striking reasonable mid-
dle-of-the-road positions on sub-
jects from LRT to sidewalk snow
shovelling, Eisenberger may have
been seen as the safer choice com-
pared to Clark’s sharper-edged
proposals and McHattie’s purga-
tive call for a New Hamilton.

(There’s an argument to be
made, by the way, that McHattie’s
“New Hamilton” is actually a
smoother variant of Eisenberger’s
first-term pitch for “Hamilton
Next.”)

The challenge for Eisenberger is
to make good on his I’ve-seen-the-

light claim by working closely and
collaboratively with the new
council, both its veterans and the
new faces.

During his first term, he wasn’t
exactly known for instilling a
band of brothers feeling or putting
together voting coalitions. Coun-
cillors were dubious from the get-
go that he had the necessary stat-
ure to command respect or lead
the way. And he was mocked for
saying he intended to maintain a
healthy work/life balance and
wouldn’t be a 24/7 mayor. 

At the end of his bruising four
years, Eisenberger had proven
himself a progressive and capable
mayor who patiently and steadily
improved on the job. But he was
also left gasping, drained and de-
feated by the Tiger-Cats hell-no-
we-won’t-go stance on locating the
stadium in the west harbour.

Whether the stadium ultimate-
ly cost him the election is debat-
able. What isn’t, is Eisenberger
was stunned by his defeat. There’s
no question he left office feeling
the song had ended too soon, that
he still had much more to say.

Four years later, he now has the
chance. It’s not going to be an easy
road. To fulfill his transit election

promise, he’s going to need speedy
approval from council to create a
citizens’ panel to look at LRT and
other options and make a recom-
mendation which way to go.

Eisenberger figures that once
selected, the panel should be able
finish the job in six or seven
months. We’ll see.

LRT may have gotten more ink,
but Eisenberger is going to have an
even bigger challenge realizing his
goal of attracting new businesses
and creating more jobs for a city
that’s ready to roll but is obstruct-
ed by huge revenue pot-holes and
infrastructure shortfalls.

Fortunately, Eisenberger does
have one unique quality going for
him that’s actually improved with
age: People like him personally, if
not politically. 

He can be dry, he can be caustic,
he can be a little too breezy. But for
many, to know him is to like him. 

It’s a gift really. 
One he may need to exploit to

the hilt over the next four years.
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Hamiltonians had the chance to elect
the city’s first black councillor, its first
openly gay municipal politician and to
add to the ranks of women at city hall.

They did all three.
Community activist Matthew Green

easily took the hotly contested Ward 3,
while legal aid lawyer Aidan Johnson,
who writes frequently about gay is-
sues, handily won in Ward 1. Both are
political rookies.

On the other end of the spectrum,
council’s other new members are polit-
ical veterans who served in the former
suburbs. 

Arlene VanderBeek, who won in
Dundas, becomes the fourth woman
on a 16-person council. This is the
highest percentage of female council-
lors since amalgamation. 

Doug Conley, a three-term Stoney
Creek councillor and school board
trustee, took a topsy-turvy nine-per-
son race in Ward 9.

The new members’ different back-
grounds are all steps, albeit small, to-
ward a council that represents the di-
versity of the city.

There were no surprises in the 11
ward races with incumbents. All the
drama was found in four open wards.

A clearly emotional Green says he
looks forward to building on the legacy
of those who came before.

“Certainly Lincoln Alexander was a
great inspiration to me early on. I make
sure when I see a small child in the
community that, regardless of their
race or anything else, I tell them I hope
to be voting for them one day. We need
to make sure politics is a noble pursuit
for people to get involved in,” he said
shortly after his win was apparent.

Green, a community activist and
gym owner, won among 15 candidates.
He more than doubled the vote of his
closest competitor, former Catholic
board trustee Ralph Agostino.

VanderBeek, a former Dundas town
councillor and constituent assistant to
current councillor Russ Powers, led
right out of the gates. She faced eight
other contenders, with the biggest
threats coming from well-known inte-
rior designer Toby Yull and retired ex-
ecutive Rick Court.

“I can’t believe it,” she said to a gath-
ering of supporters Monday night. “I
am amazed and humbled. … This is a
team effort. This isn’t just me winning.
I couldn’t have done this by myself.”

VanderBeek says she will continue
on the path started by Powers, but find
new ideas.

“There is so much room to grow in
Dundas and I’m not talking about de-
velopment. I’m talking about bringing
the community together. People care
and they get involved here.”

Johnson, a legal aid lawyer, said he

wants to be part of creating open dia-
logue on council. 

“I want to listen to everybody’s argu-
ment and acknowledge the best parts
of everybody’s argument and proceed
based on the best evidence and the best
arguments. And that’s how I want to
change how things are done at city
hall,” he said from his jammed head-

quarters on Locke Street.
“I’m going to go to City Hall with my

husband and my campaign chair and
shake the new mayor’s hand.”

Johnson beat closest contender
Sandy Shaw by more than 500 votes.

On the other side of the city, Conley
said he ran on his political
background.

“You can’t replace experience,” he
said, as he took in results with his wife
and campaign manager Sandra, family
and supporters at his Stoney Creek
home. 

“When you ride a bike, you don’t for-
get how.”

He maintained his lead as polls re-
ported in, but those behind him, in-
cluding Marie Robbins, Cam Galindo
and Nancy Fiorentino traded places a
number of times.

Much has been made of a new face
for Hamilton’s council in this race, giv-
en that there would be at least four
newbies. But that’s really not out of the
ordinary.

Last time around, three newcomers
came to the table — Jason Farr, Judi
Partridge and Brenda Johnson, who
beat incumbent Dave Mitchell in Glan-
brook. 

Johnson admitted later she didn’t
know what a tall order it was to beat an
incumbent in a municipal election.

Only four council incumbents have
been knocked off by challengers since
the new city of Hamilton was formed
in 2000. In 2006, Ontario’s biggest cit-
ies re-elected 73 of 75 incumbents.

That same year was Hamilton’s big-
gest infusion of new blood, with five
new faces: Scott Duvall, Lloyd Fergu-
son, Robert Pasuta, all political rook-
ies, along with former MP Russ Pow-
ers and former MPP Brad Clark.

Clark’s move to the mayoral race and
Powers’ retirement opened wards in
Stoney Creek and Dundas. Bernie Mo-
relli’s death and Brian McHattie’s run
for mayor left wards in central and
west Hamilton without incumbents.

The open races led to plenty of can-
didates: six in Ward 1, and 15 in Ward 3,
and nine in both wards 9 and 13.

New faces bring diversity to next council table
First black councillor, first
gay councillor — and now
more women on city council

New Ward 3
councillor
Matthew Green
receives
congratulations
on his win at the
Germania Club.
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It was smiles all
around as Arlene
VanderBeek,
centre, and her
supporters enjoy
a taste of victory
in Dundas. 
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Aidan Johnson,
who handily won
in Ward 1, lets
out a cheer at his
headquarters,
which was full of
celebrating
supporters.
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Certainly Lincoln Alexander
was a great inspiration to me
early on.
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